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The University rf Dayton News Release 
UD TRAINING VETERAN TEACHERS 
TO BE MENTORS FOR NEW TEACHERS 
Feb. 6, 1991 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
DAYTON, Ohio -- New teachers face more than the usual amount 
of problems as they begin their careers--motivating students, for 
example, and managing a classroom. They could learn a lot from 
people who already have been through it. 
That's why the University of Dayton School of Education 
began offering a class this semester to train veteran teachers to 
serve as mentor-teachers to these newcomers. 
"We are committed to the idea of teacher leadership, that 
veteran teachers be given the chance to take on new roles and 
responsibilities in the life of the school," says Jim Rowley, 
assistant professor of teacher education at UD and the course's 
instructor. "The ultimate beneficiary will be the classroom 
student, but we hope this program also will help us retain our 
best beginning teachers and keep alive the veteran teacher's 
commitment to the classroom." 
Some 90 teachers from the Oakwood and Centerville schools 
are taking the course from 3:45 to 5:45 p.m. either Wednesdays or 
Thursdays at Centerville High School. A $38,000 grant from the 
Ohio Department of Education provides full tuition. 
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Mentor-teachers: page 2 
"The mentor-teachers will be personal and professional 
helpers, not evaluators," says Rowley. "They will work together 
for a full year, observing each other's classes, working on 
curriculum development, attending professional conferences and 
working to help solve the variety of problems beginning teachers 
may face." 
The class 1s part of an Ohio Department of Education mandate 
that districts establish mentor-based programs for new teachers, 
says Rowley. 
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